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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgements 

This Office Action is in response to Applicant's communication filed on Dec. 30, 
2003. Claims 1-34 are pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The term "wherein the second icon is positioned in relation to a point on the 
chart" is unclear to the Examiner. What does "in relation to a point" refer to? Examiner 
is interpreting this limitation as wherein the second icon is positioned corresponding to 
the trading strategy on the chart. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/749,000 

Art Unit: 3693 

Claims 1-25, 27-30 and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Jones III, US Patent Application No. 2002/0120551 further in view of 
Ram, US Patent Application No. 2003/0004853. 

Examiner would first like to address the rejection of process claims 21 and 23-34. 
The corresponding apparatus claims 1-20 and 22, to implement the process claims 21 
and 23-34, will be addressed after rejection of process claims. 

Regarding claim 21, Jones III discloses a method for visually establishing a 
trading strategy, the method comprising: 

positioning a first icon in relation to a first value axis on a graphical interface, 
wherein the first icon is associated with a first order corresponding to the trading 
strategy (Figure 7-8; [0043]; [0057]-[0062]); 

positioning at least one second icon in relation to the first icon on the graphical 
interface, wherein the at least one second icon is associated with at least one second 
order and corresponds to the trading strategy (Figure 9-10; [0043]; [0057]-[0062]); and 

displaying graphical means in relation to the first icon and the at least one 
second icon (Figure 7-10; [0043]; [0057]-[0062]), wherein the displayed graphical 
means is used for showing a relationship between the first order corresponding to the 
first icon and the at least one second order corresponding to the at least one second 
icon. 

Jones III does not specifically disclose showing a relationship between the first 
order corresponding to the first icon and the at least one second order corresponding to 
the at least one second icon. However, Ram discloses this feature ([0267]; Figure 31). 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/749,000 

Art Unit: 3693 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skills in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the disclosure of Jones III to include the 
disclosure of Ram. One would have been motivated to do so in order to present 
information in the visual format and allows trading to be carried out quickly and easily on 
the basis of the visually-presented information as illustrated by Jones III ([0021]). 

Regarding claim 23, Jones III discloses wherein the first icon and the second 
icon are used to represent at least one order type (Fig. 7-10; [0043]; [0057]-[0062]). 

Regarding claim 24, Jones III discloses wherein the at least one second icon is 
displayed in relation to the first value axis, and wherein the first value axis comprises a 
price axis corresponding to a first tradeable object ([0057]-[0062]). 

Regarding claim 25, Jones III discloses wherein the at least one second icon is 
displayed in relation to a second value axis, and wherein the second value axis 
comprises a price axis corresponding to a second tradeable object ([0057]-[0062]). 

Regarding claim 27, Jones III discloses defining at least one condition in relation 
to the first order and the at least one second order, wherein the at least one condition 
defines when each order is to be sent to tat least one exchange; and 

sending each of the first order and the at least one second order upon detecting 
the at least one condition corresponding to each respective order ([0043]-[0044]; [0057]- 
[0062]). 

Regarding claim 28, Jones III discloses changing a representation of the first icon 
and the at least one second icon upon detecting order state changes ([0043]). 
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Regarding claim 29, Jones III discloses wherein the first icon and the at least one 
second icon change colors upon detecting the order state changes ([0043]). 

Regarding claim 30, Jones III discloses displaying a chart on the graphical 
interface, wherein the chart displays market related data associated with a first tradable 
object, wherein the second icon is positioned in relation to a point on a chart (Figures 4, 
7-10). 

Regarding claim 32, Ram discloses wherein the graphical means is used to show 
order precedence corresponding to the first order and the at least one second order 
(Figure 31; [0267]). 

Regarding claims 33 and 34, Examiner notes that the use of arrows/numerical 
indicator displayed in relation to the first icon and the at least one second icon to show 
order precedence is clearly an aesthetic design change (see MPEP § 2144.04). The 
design change that relates to ornamentation only and have no mechanical function 
cannot be relied upon to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, Jones III discloses wherein each of the first icon 
and the at least one second icon is auto-populated with at least a plurality of order 
related parameters e.g. an order quantity, an order type and an exchange identifier 
([0054]; software computes the order summary on sub-screen represents auto- 
populated feature). Examiner notes that exchange identifier is necessarily present to 
trading. 

Claims 26 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Jones III in view of Ram and further in view of Whitney, US Patent Application No. 
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2005/0004852. Jones III and Ram disclose their invention as described above. Both 
fail to specifically disclose the first value axis comprises a price derivative axis and 
displaying a time axis in relation to the chart. However, Whitney discloses a price 
derivative axis ([0060]) and a time axis in relation to the chart ([0008]). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skills in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the disclosure of Jones III and Ram to include the 
disclosure of Whitney. One would have been motivated to do so in order to display a 
moving average or a measure of a change in the price versus time as illustrated by 
Whitney ([0060]). 

The corresponding apparatus claims 1-13, 16-20 and 22 are substantially similar 
to the process claims 21 and 23-34 and hence rejected on similar ground. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rajesh Khattar whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7981. The examiner can normally be reached on Flex schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Dec. 9, 2007 
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